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Forty years ago, after publication of his pathbreaking book Sugar and Slaves, Richard Dunn began

an intensive investigation of two thousand slaves living on two plantations, one in North America

and one in the Caribbean. Digging deeply into the archives, he has reconstructed the individual lives

and collective experiences of three generations of slaves on the Mesopotamia sugar estate in

Jamaica and the Mount Airy plantation in tidewater Virginia, to understand the starkly different forms

slavery could take. Dunnâ€™s stunning achievement is a rich and compelling history of bondage in

two very different Atlantic world settings.From the mid-eighteenth century to emancipation in 1834,

life in Mesopotamia was shaped and stunted by deadly work regimens, rampant disease, and

dependence on the slave trade for new laborers. At Mount Airy, where the population continually

expanded until emancipation in 1865, the â€œsurplusâ€• slaves were sold or moved to distant work

sites, and families were routinely broken up. Over two hundred of these Virginia slaves were sent

eight hundred miles to the Cotton South.In the genealogies that Dunn has painstakingly assembled,

we can trace a Mesopotamia fieldhand through every stage of her bondage, and contrast her harsh

treatment with the fortunes of her rebellious mulatto son and clever quadroon granddaughter. We

track a Mount Airy craftworker through a stormy life of interracial sex, escape, and family breakup.

The details of individualsâ€™ lives enable us to grasp the full experience of both slave communities

as they labored and loved, and ultimately became free.
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One of those rare moments when one examines a book and says "Wow. He's still got it."Richard



Dunn has been an icon of historical scholarship since most of us were barely imagining a productive

career as professional students of the historical past. Yet more than half a century into his career,

he produces a work that is fresh, reasoned, brilliant, current. We're lucky to live in a moment when

this magisterial work arrives. Dunn's study, based on painstaking research and a brilliant, analytical

mind reminds us of the importance of archival research, of digging beyond the easy into the

possible. It is an important work that should be on the shelves, on the desk, of anyone who wants to

gain a comprehension of the roots of our racial past. A tour de force.

This book helped me link the pieces of my family tree together. It is a very interesting read. I've had

the pleasure of meeting the author and his is a gem!

Finally a deep insight into the evils of slavery. Highly-rated. Some very good insights into the

Machivellian economics of having enough slaves to get your blood work done.
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